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R
STEERING COMMITTEE The Reporters Comumittee greatly appreciates the efforts by you and your staff to
. SCOTT APPLEWHITE amend the federal Freedom of Information Act and we enthusiastically support this
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Although journalists play a major zole in delivering information sbout the government
to the public, their use of the Freedom of Informaton Act to obtain information has
been crippled by extensive delay, by over-use of the exemptions to the act and, perhaps
most importantly, by a pervasive lack of respect for open government laws among
federal agency leadership. :

The vague directions to the Department of Homeland Secuity in recent legislation
designed to protect information about the “critical infrastructure” has further eroded
the ability of reporters to explain if and how the government is protecting its citizens.

Your bill, if enacted, will greatly improve the enforcement of open records mandates,
and the ability of the public t0 understand their government

If we can help in your efforts to improve the Freedom of Information Act, please call
upon us to do so.
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